Statement of John Ambrose Negroponte, 12 Jan 1916

I John Ambrose Negroponte of Enville Cottage Green Walk Bowdon in the County of Chester Merchant make oath and say as follows:

1 By an Indenture of Settlement made the 31st day of December 1880 between Themistocles Pandia Anthony Petrocokino of the 1st part, Esmeralda Petrocokino (a daughter of the said Themistocles Pandia Anthony Petrocokino) of the 2nd part, me this deponent of the 3rd part and the said TPAP and Andrea Pandia Scaramanga of the 4th part it was witnessed and it was thereby declared and agreed by and between all the said parties thereto that the said TPAP and APS and the survivor of them his executors and administrators and their or his assigns or other the Trustees or Trustee for the time being of the said Indenture of Settlement (all of which persons are heretoinafter included on the expression the said Trustees or Trustee should stand and be possessed of a sum of £10000 advances and lent to the firm of Messrs A. Agelasto and Co. as therein mentioned upon trust for the said TPAP his executors and administrators until the solemnization of the then intended marriage between the said EP and myself and from and immediately after the solemnization thereof upon trust to permit and it was thereby expressly declared and agreed that the said Trustees or Trustee should during so long as the said TPAP should remain a Trustee of the said Indenture of Settlement and should desire the continuation of such loan and the interest in respect of the same should be duly paid in accordance with the terms therein contained or within 21 days after the respective days on which such payment of interest ought to be made permit the same principal sum to remain in he hands and as a debt due from the said firm as therein mentioned and on the repayment or recovery of the said principal sum (which it was thereby declared should be in the absolute and uncontrolled discretion of the said Trustees or Trustee subject nevertheless to the concurrence of the said TPAP whilst a Trustee as thereinbefore mentioned or of any part thereby of the said Trustees or Trustee should invest the money so to be received as therein mentioned in some or one of the securities or investments therein specified and authorised with power from time to time to alter vary and transpose such securities and investments as therein directed and should stand possessed of the said debt or sum and principal money and the securities stocks funds and shares for the time being representing the same or n or upon which the same or any part thereof should thereafter be laid out and invested and which money securities stocks funds and shares are hereinafter sometimes referred to as the said first premises?? upon trust to pay the income thereof unto the said EP during her life for her sole and separate use free from the control of me this deponent and so that she should not have proven while under coverture to dispose thereof in the way of anticipation and her receipts alone should be a sufficient discharge for the same and from and after the decease of the said EP should if certain events therein specified had not occurred pay the same income to me during my life but it was in the said Indenture of Settlement provided that under certain circumstances therein described the said income so payable to me as aforesaid might cease to be paid or might be reduced in amount as therein mentioned and it was thereby agreed and declared that subject to the trusts and powers thereinbefore declared concerning the said trust premises (and also subject as after mentioned) the said Trustees or Trustee should stand and be possessed of the said trust premises and the investments for the time being representing the same and the income thereof in trust for all the children or any the child of the said intended marriage who being sons or a son should attain the age of 21 years or being daughters or a daughter should attain that age or marry under that age and if more than one in equal shares with a power of advancement therein setforth.  The said Indenture of Settlement also contained a proviso that if the said EP should survive me and marry again certain portions of the said trust premises might be appointed for the benefit of any husband whom she might marry after my death and for the issue of the said EP born in her lifetime by any aftertaken husband or husbands as therein mentioned.  The said Indenture of Settlement also contained covenants on the part of the said EP and myself to settle any after acquired property of the value and nature therein specified upon similar trusts to those thereinbefore declared concerning the said trust premises but neither the said EP or myself have since the date of the said Indenture of Settlement become possessed of or entitled to any such property.  It was also provided and thereby declared and agreed that if it should be deemed desirable to appoint an additional Trustee or if the said Trustees thereby constituted or either of them or any Trustee or Trustees appointed as therein after provided should be or go to reside abroad or desire to be discharged or refused or become incapable to act then and in such case it should be lawful for me and the said EP or the survivor and as to the said EP notwithstanding coverture and after the death of the survivor of them for the surviving or the continuing Trustees or Trustee for the time being (and for that purpose every refusing or retiring Trustee should if willing to act in the execution of that power be considered or continuing Trustee) or for the acting Executors or Executor Administrators or administrator of the last surviving or continuing or acting trustee to appoint such an additional trustee or to appoint a new trustee or trustees in the place of the trustee or trustees so dying going to reside abroad or desiring to be discharged or refusing or becoming incapable to act as aforesaid and upon every or any such appointment the original number of Trustees might be augmented or reduced but so that the number should no upon any such appointment be reduced below two and that upon every such appointment the trust property should be transferred so that the same might be vested in the trustees or trustee for the time being and every trustee so appointed as aforesaid might as well before as after such transfer of the said trust property and or assist in the execution of the trusts and powers of the said Indenture of Settlement as fully and effectually as if he had been thereby constituted a Trustee.

2. By an Indenture endorsed on the said Indenture of Settlement made the 2nd day of January 1886 between myself and the said Esmeralda Negroponte (formerly the within named Esmeralda Petrocochino) of the 1st part the within named Andrea Pandia Scaramanga of the 2nd part Manuel Anastasius Ciopehili of the 3rd part and the within named Themistocles Pandia Anthony Petrocokino and the said Manuel Anastasius Ciopehili of the 4th part the said Esmeralda Negroponte and myself thereby appointed the said  Manuel Anastasius Ciopehili to be a Trustee in the place of the said Andrea Pandia Scaramanga (who was then about to reside in foreign parts and was desirous to be discharged from the trusts of the within written Indenture) for the purposes of the said Indenture of Settlement and the said  Manuel Anastasius Ciopehili did thereby express and declare his acceptance of the office of Trustee and it was thereby agreed and declared that the said Themistocles Pandia Anthony Petrocokino and Manuel Anastasius Ciopehili their executors and administrators should stand possessed of the said sum of £10000 secured as therein mentioned upon the trusts and with and subject to the powers previous declarations and agreements upon with and subject to which the same ought to be held under or by virtue of the same Indenture of Settlement.  The said Indenture of Settlement is now produced and shown to me and marked “J.A.N.1.”
3. I was married to the said Esmeralda Petrocokino on the 8th day of January 1881 and there has been issue of such marriage one child and no more namely Marie Negroponte who was born on the 26th day of November 1881.
4. The said TPAP died on the 16th day of October 1900 and the said Manuel Anastasius Ciopehili desires to be discharged from being a Trustee of the said Indenture of Settlement.

5. My said wife and myself are desirous of appointing the Public Trustee Sole Trustee of the said Indenture of Settlement and he is willing to act as such subject to his being so appointed by this Honourable Court.

6. The trust funds now subject to the trusts of the said Indenture of Settlement consist of the said sum of £10000 hereinbefore referred to.

7. The facts hereinbefore deposed to by me and within my own knowledge save where the contrary appears.

Sworn at the City of Manchester 12th day of January 1916 /s/ JA Negroponte

